L A K E H E A D    U N I V E R S I T Y

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

Political Science 2201 YA
Canadian Government and Politics

Dr. Gary Munro







         2004/2005

ESSAY TOPICS
Essay Due:  March 21, 2005

Length: 3,000 words

Cite material in an accepted format.  

Keep a copy of your essay.

1) 
Assess the Canadian tradition of Pearsonian diplomacy.( e.g. as exemplified in peacekeeping or in the Ottawa agreement banning landmines).  Is it still relevant in a unipolar world?

2)
The Martin government has set a goal of having a debt to gross domestic product ratio of 25%. Is there an appropriate level of Canadian indebtedness (at the federal level)?

3) 
Why has voter turnout fallen in Canada? Why is this decline particularly sharp among young people? Should we be concerned?

4) 
Evaluate the criticisms of  the first past the post electoral system operating in Canada. Consider attempts at reforming the electoral system at the provincial level, such as is proposed in British Columbia.

5) 
Examine the challenge that terrorism poses to Canadian democracy. Has 911 and the passage of the Antiterrorism Act diminished Canadian democracy? What is the appropriate balance between security and freedom in a democratic society?

6) 
Examine the role of money in Canadian politics with particular reference to financing elections and leadership contests.

7) 
Compare Canadian and American political cultures .Is the traditional view of Canadian political culture as more elitist valid? Are Canada and the United States becoming more similar? Or do they remain distinct as reflected in their different views of the role of religion in politics, of same sex marriage and of marijuana legalization?

8) 
How should Canada manage its relationship with the United States? Consider bilateral issues such as the softwood lumber dispute and the mad cow issue. Should Canadians regard their support for American international policies as a trade-off for access to the United States’ market?

9) 
Examine the recent Supreme Court reference case on same sex marriage.  Is this decision an example of judicial activism in which the court uses the Charter of Rights and Freedoms to expand its power? Is there a “court party” seeking to evade democracy through litigation?

10) Should Canada meet its goal of reducing carbon dioxide emissions by 20% as mandated by the Kyoto treaty? Consider the problems in implementing this treaty including the role of business, federal-provincial relations and the implications for Canada’s competitiveness.

11) Examine the impact of Canada’s aging population on public policy.  In this regard consider health care, pensions and immigration policies.

12) What is the federal government ‘s approach to language policy? Can Canada learn from the language policies of other federal states such as Switzerland, Belgium and Spain?
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13) What is the appropriate place of First Nations in Canada? Contrast the views of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal People, Thomas Flanagan’s First Nations, Second Thoughts and Allan Cairns’ Citizens Plus and others.

14) Is Quebec a nation? What constitutional arrangements be made to accommodate Quebec within Canada? Should Quebec have a special constitutional status as implied by terms such as implied by terms such as “distinct society” or “asymmetrical federalism”?

